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Abstract

Political cartoons are different from general drawings in that they contain timely records
and sarcasm that are presented in a humorous way. Political cartoons mainly tackle issues
that are close to life experiences and the public. They can be used to produce propaganda
effects and are powerful tools for censuring current events. In Taiwan’s democratic process,
political cartoons played the crucial role of promoter and recorder. During this period,
Taiwan also produced a lot of outstanding cartoonists who, on the one hand, recorded the
background of its democratic growth process during that time and, on the one hand,
became promoters of democratization and social reform. Their cartoons not only became
tools for future generations to trace back history but also possess great artistic value for

people to appreciate.

The main structure of this thesis is as follows. The first chapter, Introduction, contains
the motives and aims, the research methods and theories, as well as the explanation of
keywords.The second chapter, Literature, discusses the origin of political cartoons and
their social relevance, the encoding of the cartoonists and the decoding of the readers.The
thirdchapterthe process of Taiwan’s democratization, the background of the era when
political cartoons started to appear in Taiwan, the political issues contained in Taiwan’s
political cartoons, and the analysis of each political cartoonist’s style.The fourth chapter,
the creations of the author. The author tires to present the theories of political cartoons by
the personal creations of the author concretely. These cartoons talk about the domestic and
international political events in recent 3-4 years. They are the personal view of these events.
The author expects the readers to observe the politicians and political events more
objectively, not merely by the personal political position. The fifth chapter summarizes the
conclusions made by the author in the thesis as well as the interpretation of and future

expectations regarding political cartoons.
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